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the sufferers to execrate his name.   His sponsor-
ship   of Maximilian   had   outraged   the   anti-
clericals, whilst the final betrayal had infuriated
the Catholics.   The ambitious policy which the
fiasco revealed had alarmed the European Powers,
while the preoccupation of the Emperor and the
absence of his armies across the Atlantic had
prevented him from exerting after Sadowa that
dominating influence over Continental diplomacy
which had marked the cessation of the Crimean
and Italian campaigns.   Thus was the way left
open for the rise of Prussia under the unscrupulous
direction of Bismarck.   Worse than any of these
results was the effect upon the Empress.   She had
had her way once.   She had tasted power.   Now
she would  continue to wield it, no matter to
what end.   For some time Napoleon had resisted
her persistent claim to be present at meetings of
his Council; now she attended as of right and lost
no opportunity to impose her will.

It is difficult to fathom the mentality of one
who could so heartlessly, without excuse or even
attempt at justification, behave as Napoleon did
towards Maximilian. First he had played the
tempter - then the betrayer. Perhaps the solution
is to be found in the words of his one-time Foreign
Minister, Drouyn de Lhuys : "He is governed
neither by passions nor principles. Whereas most
men seek to mould circumstances to their own